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July 31, 2016

Katherine Reid, Staff

South End Landmarks Commission

Boston City Hall, rm.709

1 City Hall Square

Boston, MA 02201

Re: 561 Massachusetts Avenue - Proposed garage facing Northampton St
Dear Ms. Reid:


At the January meeting of the Chester Square Area Neighborhood Assoc, Dawn and Douglas Saglio, who own the condominium at 561 Massachusetts Avenue that includes the rear yard, presented preliminary plans for a garage just inside the rear wall of that property, fronting on Northampton Street. 

From our January minutes:

“Proposed garage -– Dawn & Doug Saglio joined us to describe their plan to build a garage on Northampton St for 561 Mass Ave. Discussion included concerns about the height of the wall, the size and color of the door, and whether recent construction leading to existing conditions had been approved by the Landmarks Commission.”


The Association remains concerned about the visual appearance of the rear wall. We have also learned that permits were not issued for this iteration of wall, which was reconstructed as part of the 2015 reconditioning of the bottom unit of 561.  


We urge the Landmarks Commission to review this wall and to require the roll up door be changed for a design more reflective of the South End’s architectural residential esthetics.  In addition, we’d like the wall to fit with the more traditional wall heights along Northampton (the majority are 6 feet or less; all but one are 7.5’ or less).

Thank you for your help in maintaining the historic character of Northampton St. and the South End.

Sincerely,

Carol Blair, President

Chester Square Area Neighborhood Association

Cc:
Doug & Dawn Saglio


Inspectional Services Dept


Tito Jackson, Boston City Council


Sam Chambers, Mayor’s Office
